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CONPIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 1993 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR PDIP PBOR ES 

SUBJ: POREIGN MINISTER RESIGNS 

1. RADIO ANNOUNCED APRIL 25 THAT PONMIN ALVARO ERNESTO 
MARTINEZ' RESIGNATION HAS BEEN ACCEPTED SAME MORNING BY 
PRESIDENT ROMERO. MARTINEZ HAS NEVER BEEN CONSIDERED AS ABLE, 
WELL-QUALIPIED MINISTER AND WAS WIDELY RUMORED TO BE ONE OP 
SEVERAL MINISTERS TO BE REPLACED DURING JANUARY 1, 1978 CHANGES. 
HOWEVER, CHANGE AT THIS POINT UNEXPECTED AND WILL UNDOUBTEDLY 
BE LINKED TO RECENT DISCUSSIONS ON HONDURAS-EL SALVADOR BORDER 
DISPUTE AND SIGN OP DIVISION WITHIN GOES ON THIS ISSUE. 

MARTINEZ IS KNOWN HARD-LINER ON BORDER ISSUE, BUT RESIGNATION 
REPORTEDLY PROMPTED BY PURELY PERSONAL (AND SOMEWHAT PETTY) 
DIPFERENCES BETWEEN PONMIN AND PRESIDENT ROMERO. 

2. ANOTHER AMBASSADOR TOLD AMBASSADOR DEVINE THAT 
ACTUAL REASON POR RESIGNATION WAS POREIGN MINISTER'S 
AD AMENT REFUSAL TO ATTEND PAREWELL PARTY IN HONOR OP 
DEPARTING AMBASSADOR PROM PARAGUAY (THIS REPUSAL 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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RESULT OP LONG-STANDING CONPLICT). PRESIDENT 

APPARENTLY LEARNED OP THIS DIPLOMATIC SNUB AND STATED THAT HE 
AND SELECT MEMBERS OP PRESIDENTIAL HOUSEHOLD WOULD 
ATTEND AMBASSADOR'S PAREWELL. POREIGN MINISTER PELT 
THAT IN THIS AND OTHER OCCASIONS HE HAD BEEN UNDERCUT 
BY PRESIDENT IN HIS JOB AND SUBMITTED RESIGNATION. 
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3. PRESIDENT ALLEGEDLY REMARKED "YOU ARE NOT SUBMITTING 
YOUR RESIGNATION, I AM DEMANDING IT". 

4. COMMENT. REPLACEMENT EOR MARTINEZ AS EOREIGN MINISTER 
EXPECTED TO BE JOSE ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ PORTH. RODRIGUEZ, 

62 YEARS OE AGE, IS WELL-KNOWN LAWYER AND DIPLOMAT. 

KNOWN TO BE VERY CONSERVATIVE. RODRIGUEZ WAS WIDELY 
RUMORED AS POSSIBLE MINISTER OE FOREIGN RELATIONS UNDER 
MOLINA GOVERNMENT. HE WAS ALSO PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
EOR THE SMALL SALVADORAN POPULAR PARTY (PPS) IN 1972. 

PULL BIO DATA POLLOWS. 

DEVINE 


CONPIDENTIAL 
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